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Keywords Number of articles (Name of ProQuest Positive Perception Negative
database) Liberation Tool (number of Perception

NYT 1851- | NYT 1980- Canadian articles) (”“”,‘bler of
2007 2011 Newsstand articles)
1980-2011
( ) Wheelchair (n=36)
Paralympic 20,999
6
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Table 3. Glorified in the NYT were prosthetic leg devices
Paralympics 1 10,709 through their forthcoming expectation to “open up the world”

for their wearers. A 1988 article described the feeling as
Olympics “Freedom. Being unchained. Unlocking the door and walking

into the sunshine. Exhilarating” . Wheelchair assistive devices
Table 1. Overall visibility between Paralympic(s) and Olympic(s) in were at the bottom of the hierarchy receiving negative

Prostheses (n=14)
Olympic 162,208 38,267 570,099
77

the New York Times and the Canadian Newsstand (which perception around their attachment to their users. Moreover,

composes 300 newspapers) is comparatively the same, resulting articles discussed athletes “getting out of the chair” and
in far less visibility in print media coverage of Paralympic(s). returning to their previous bodily form.

Therapeutic Assistive Device Number of Articles Paralympic Athlete | Year Competed in | Number of Articles
Wheelchair (i.e. rugby, push- 36 Olympics
rim, hand-cycle) George Eyser 1904
Prosthetic Leg 14 Neroli Fairhali 1982
Prosthetic Arm No Data Marla Runyan 2000
Prosthetic Hand No Data Natalya Partyka 2008
Sled (sled/sledge hockey) 5 Natalie Du Toit 2008
Tandem Bike 2 Oscar Pistorius 2012

Table 2. Wheelchair and prosthetic therapeutic assistive devices Table 4. Karoly Takics and Liz Hartel who are known to have
were most visible in the NYT competed in the Olympics were not mentioned in NYT at all
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